
 
 
 

Formative feedback 
 

 

Overall Comments 

 

This is a very good start to the course.  You produced a thought provoking set of 

images to deal with the subject of learning difficulties for the theme of Local 

Communities. 
 

You have met both the aims of the brief and achieved much of what you set out to do 

from a personal perspective, and this has been accomplished through an element of 

technical and aesthetic curiosity, exploration and backed up with some focused 

research. 

 

You explored some interesting methods of presentation, triptych, diptych, in addition 

to a single square format, all of which work, but perhaps, for better consistency, you 

might just choose one of those?  

 

a thorough and 

detailed submission.  It would be useful to separate the assignment images and two 

hundred work overview from the rest of the learning log, best way is to create a 

separate development section .  

Similarly, for the self-reflection and any other information  - research for example - as 

separate elements in the Learning log.   
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Assessment potential  
 
Assignment 1  
 

You may want to get credit for your hard work and achievements with the OCA by 
formally submitting your work for assessment at the end of the module. More and 
more people are taking the idea of lifelong learning seriously by submitting their 
work for assessment but it is entirely up to you. We are just as keen to support you 
whether you study for pleasure or to gain qualifications. Please consider whether you 
want to put your work forward for assessment and let me know your decision when 
you submit Assignment 2. I can then give you feedback on how well your work meets 
the assessment requirements. 

 

Feedback on assignment  

Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration 

of Creativity  

 

This is a good set of images, evidence that you are clearly immersed in the community 

and the subject.  Learning difficulties is a difficult idea to get across at the best of times, 

and this visualisation of the barriers that young people face in their daily lives works 

very well.  Finding a way to deal with this without including people is also tricky, and I 

think you do that well. 

 

so now 

focus on the new material. 

 

The Dyslexia Diptych works very well. The red filter is a graphic and literal way of 

demonstrating the solution, although I feel the first image is enough, and clearly shows 

how (we might imagine) some who suffer from this problem might see text. An 

alternative might be combining these, with red filter revealing a part of the 

unscrambled text.   

 

data tells me how you prepared the shot, probably best to keep this to a minimum.   

You use almost five hundred words to reflect on your approach to this one image 

(including feedback from peers), perhaps a shorter comment would let the image 

speak for itself (see my note about this at the end of the feedback). The peer feedback 

is interesting, but again, in a separate section. 

 

Cushion and foot rest  also points out the postural problems some students may have 

and how special needs equipment can help, the separation between this chair and the 

others behind the desk creates a divide that many may not be conscious of.  An angle 



from the end of the table emphasising this further would be an alternative 

composition - . 

 

Extra Time   although it is an interesting 

mode of presentation - the different colour type makes the viewer ask the question. 

 

Task Boxes and Boxes Triptych   the latter works better than the former  a very 

strong idea to show both compartmentalisation and identity.  

 

Ghost in the Background not sure about this. In the context of the set (for me) it 

unsettling image. The shadowy figure in 

the foreground is a little too indistinct and the background fencing too far away.  This 

kind of image has to have the right balance between a lack of visual cliché and a 

subtlety that allows for the image to be evocative; this seems to fall somewhere 

inbetween.   

 

a range of ideas, from the use of depth of field to some well defined subject matter; 

and good use of light and colour to evoke a feeling of isolation in an everyday 

environment. 

 

You also explored various creative approaches using a range of angles and shot sizes 

to create strong compositions to visualize a range of problems experienced by these 

young people.  I particularly like some of the strong graphic images, such as the black 

gate with the cropped sign; the plastic crates from overhead and the garbled text from 

the two overlapped signs.  Most of all, the set, and additional information, reveals a 

high level of engagement with both the concept for the assignment and in particular 

the subject matter. 

 

Coursework 

Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity  

 

Part One is complete with some well-  

independent research  Alec Sloth, Danny Lyon, Burtynsky etc. 

 

Research 

Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   

 

You followed through with my research recommendations  Steel-Perkins et al, and 

to focus the research further and make direct links between theory and practice  



influential practitioners directly influencing your approach  technical, narrative and 

aesthetic. 

 

 

Learning Log 

Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   

 

Your Blog is in good sha

better to separate the development material and the actual submission. 

 

of your working 

methods. 

 

Good evidence here of independent activity to show a wider appreciation of the 

medium.  See if you can create an additional tab on the Blog Menu to link to research 

and exhibitions. 

 

Suggested reading/viewing  

Context  

 

Take a look at the work of Gary Winogrand, Arthur Fellig otherwise known as Weegee, 

and Martin Parr.   They all offer something quite different in terms of narrative. 

As you begin to develop ideas for A2, we can discuss reading/research further. 

 

Pointers for the next assignment / assessment 

 

The next assignment is Single Image Narratives.  There are many examples to choose 

medium to see how other artists approach this subject, painter Edward Hopper, or 

much more challenging, the installations of Edward Kienholz or Louise Bourgeois. 

 

 further as you work your way through Part Two 

 

Also, from the Assignment Brief: 

For this assignment you need to publish a blog page. Thumbnails should link to high-

resolution 

 

 

Please inform me of how you would like your feedback for the next assignment: written 

or video/audio. 



 

This is up to you whether to include this sentence  

effective 

 

Tutor name Russell Murray 

Date  7 December 16 

Next assignment due 21 January 17 (this takes into 

account the seasonal festivities) 

 


